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7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
CONDITION | ] Excellent (X Good ] Fair O Detericrated [ Ruins [ Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
J Altered : X Unaltered [} Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APFPEARANCE

Freemason Street Baptist Church is a one story brick block covered with
stucco and capped by a gable roof and spire. The main entrance on the gable
end is at the base of the projecting belfry and tower which incorporates
many of the details seen on the rest of the structure. The square tower
which rises in two stages to the belfry with its narrow openings is topped
by an eight sided spire whose base is flanked by eight small spires. These
spires and those that top the buttraces along the side walls have small
pediments at their bases and are surmounted with crockets and finials.

Along the eaves line between the buttraces, and fellowing the rake of the
gable end as well, are embattlements with narrow embrasures. The windows
between the buttraces have lancet arches with hood moulds; the narrow window
framing consists of a horizontal and vertical mullion creating four tall
lights, the upper two ending in a trefoil arch; the remaining space at the
top is taken by a quatrefoil light. The interior seating consists of low
pews whose ends along the center aisles and the two side aisles are capped by
a scroll top. The room features a U-shaped gallery which rests on slender
iron columns except at either side of the pulpit where supporting walls
enclose small rooms. The gallery railing is paneled and carries out the wind
design in the form of trefoil arch panels. This pattern is repeated
elsewhere in the door motif and the church furniture surrounding the pulpit/
The flat ceiling has cross rils with supporting cantilever brackets along

the walls between the windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The author of Historical and Descriptive Sketches of Norfolk deseribed
the Freemason Street Baptist Church as being "one of the handsomest,
(and) unquestionably the most.ornamental building in the city." The
congregation, formerly members of the Cumberland Street (or First)
Baptist Church, dedicated the new church on May 30, 1850. They called
the accomplished author and preacher, Tiberius Gracchus Jones, to be

their first pastor.

The church was designed by the noted architect, Thomas U. Walter, in
"Perpendicular Gothic" and its handling of that style is representative
of the Early Victorian period whose various styles and revivals

depended chiefly on applied decoration rather than on structural form.
The original design and decoration were adhered to during the renovations
of 1941 and 1970. The Rev. Sparks D. Melton, pastor from 1908 to 1952,
is memorialized in the education wing added to the church in 19358, The
Melton Hall wing is one of two material alterations to the original
structure.

The original steeple was blown down during a severe storm in the summer
of 1879. The replacement was less lofty.. The church measures 65' by
105' and was the tallest building in Norfolk from 1850-1879. Original
furnishings included the organ by George Jardine of New York.

Freemason Street Baptist owes its importance as much to its survival om
the fast-changing plain of this port city as to its being a most
uplifting piece of urban decoration.
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